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Mr. President, 

Brazil welcomes the report of the Special Rapporteur, Asma Jahangir, which reflects 

years of mandate practice regarding the issue of intolerance and discrimination based on 

religious belief. It was an effort that required accurate work and, not surprisingly, was 

accomplished with competence. 

In Brazil, a number of religions and beliefs coexist for more than five centuries , in an 

atmosphere of harrnony and mutual respect. Our multicultural, multiethnical society 

embraces Christian faiths, beliefs based of Afiican origin, and creeds emanating fiom 

indigenous culture, among many others, within an environment of syncretism, which is a 

distinctive feature of Brazilian society. 

We are convinced that education can play a constructive role in promoting respect of 

pluralism and diversity as well as avoiding acts of intolerance and discrimination. 



We congratulate the Special Rapporteur for including in her report a comprehensive 

understanding of the right of freedom of religious belief, Very significant were her 

remarks concerning the intersection of freedom of religion belief with other human rights 

domains. A constructive approach is contained in her perceptions regarding the 

vulnerability of some groups, such as women, persons deprived of their liberty and 

children. 

Mr. President, 

Brazil believes that the monitoring of the question of mutual respect among religions and 

the right of each individual to freely manifest his beliefs are essential for the construction 

of a successful UN human rights system, and must be reinforced. 

Mr. President, 

Allow me also to commend the Independent Expert on human rights and international 

solidarity, Rudi Muhammad Rizki for his report. The issues of international solidarity, 

including the areas of focus on his report, international cooperation and global responses 

to natural disasters, diseases and agricultural pests, are of great importance to Brazil. 

International solidarity and cooperation are the very basis of Our external policy. 

The Brazilian human rights policy was built upon the following basic principles and 

concepts: universality; indivisibility and interdependence of al1 rights; cooperation; 

constructive and transparent dialogue among States, international organizations, non 

governmental organizations and al1 other stakeholders; and the refusa1 to selectivity and 

to a negatively politicized approach within the international human rights system. 

A growing interaction with social movements has been a key element to promote the 

legitimacy of democratic values in Brazil. The World Social Forum, held in Porto Alegre 



for several years and based in Kenya last January, is a live example of articulation 

between governmental authorities and civil society. Debates have centered upon relevant 

issues such as micro-credit, support to family agriculture, respect of the environment, 

disannament, peace, local and sustainable development. 

The Brazilian Government also established the Social and Economic Council, within the 

Presidency of the Republic, in order to enhance dialogue and foster practical proposals 

among representatives of NGOYs, the private sector and governmental authorities. 

The Human Rights and Minorities Commission of the Lower House of the Parliament 

(CDHM da Câmara dos Deputados), in cooperation with representatives of the civil 

society, established in December 2005 the Brazilian Committee on Human Rights and 

External Policy. Its objective is to propose human rights policies for Brazil in 

international and regional forums, also with a focus on international cooperation. 

An exarnple of regional articulation between the State and civil society is the recently 

created Meeting of High Authorities for Human Rights and Chancelleries of 

MERCOSUR (RAADH). This forum, created in December 2004, encompasses 10 

countries in South America (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela). It is focused on debate, exchange of best 

practices and assessment of possible areas of regional cooperation for the protection and 

promotion of human rights. 

Mr. President, a number of global phenomena menace the destiny of mankind: natural 

disasters, terrorism, ethnic armed conflicts, widespread diseases and environmental 

degradation. These are also threats to human rights. In this world of seriously urgent 



uncertainties, international cooperation and world solidarity become more necessary than 

ever. 

Part of this solidarity movement are initiatives such as: strengthening Human Rights 

bodies, as the recently created Human Rights Council; the Millennium Development 

Goals; the establishment, since 2001, of the African Union (AU), having as a guideline 

the New Partnership for the Development of Africa (NEPAD); the new momentum, seen 

as a window of opportunity, for the refodstrengthening of the United Nations (with 

special attention to the recently-created UN Human Rights council); the financial 

innovative mechanisms aiming at fighting hunger and poverty, as initiative originally 

taken by brazil, France and Chile, but now integrated by more than 40 countries, under 

the name of UNITAID. 

New initiatives for international South-South cooperation are becoming real. The IBSA 

fund (India, Brazil and South Africa) has a good potential. It was established within the 

scope of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to finance, in poorer 

countries, successfùl programs in the social area. An experience of South-South 

cooperation is presently being implemented in Guinea-Bissau. The same fund can benefit 

projects in other African or Latin American countries such as Haiti. Emphasis should be 

attached to familiar agriculture; constructing hospitals and schools; and to basic 

sanitation projects. 

We would greatly appreciate if the Independent Expert could further comment on 

regional and international measures which could be established and/or enhanced. 

1 thank you Mr. President. 


